
Approaching 
the NAPLAN 
reading 
assessment

The questions used in this are from the Public 
Demonstration site for Year 9 reading 
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site

1



2

mferrara
Stamp



Read the question/task first and the answer options 
before the main text. 

Literal comprehension- “Match the instructions” 
Click and drag in place. 
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Read the question/task first and the answer 
options before the main text.

Use literal comprehension

4

mferrara
Stamp



Read the question/task first and the answer options
Look for clues in the answer
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Read the question/task first and the answer options
Use inference and literal comprehension. 

Skim and scan for key words. Use inference formula and context clues.
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Look for formatting clues in how to answer. 
Look for context clues ‘in and around the words in their sentenced’ to 

help work out the ‘inferred’ meaning of the verbs provided in the answer.
Inferential reading “Best describe effect”
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Read the question/task first. Look for format clues to know what to do.
Skim and scan the question and then the text for key words. 

Use literal comprehension- “Which”
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Read the question/task first. Look for format clues to know what to do.
Skim and scan question for key words or expectations “highlight negative effects”. 
Use literal and inferential  comprehension. Look at the language in the paragraph 

to help identify the negative tone.
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Read the question/task first. Look for format clues to know what to do.
Skim and scan for key words or expectations “…would the writer agree with?” 

Use literal and inferential  comprehension. 
Consider the writers attitude towards the subject and select only those they 

would agree with. 
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Click and Click. Skim and scan for quotation marks and inference clues + 
literal connections
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Read the question/task 
first. 
Look for format and word 
clues to know what to do.

Read the text and look at 
for text type clues. E.G 
Rhetorical question 
inclusive pronouns Direct 
address “We” Call to action 
in last paragraph
Select ‘ best’ choice phrase-
not necessarily ‘perfect’.
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Read the question/task 
first. 
Look for format and word 
clues to know what to do.

Inferential comprehension 
“Why?” question.
Look for clues in the text to 
help identify the writer’s 
point of view and attitude 
towards the subject. 
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Read the question/task first. Look for format clues to know what to do. 
“Which” question is literal comprehension. 

Look at the answer options. Write them in on a piece of paper and draw a Venn diagram. 

Deal with each text one at a time. Scan for key words. 

14

mferrara
Stamp



Read all the question/task information  left to right –top to bottom including the options. 
Look for clues in the formatting.

This is a literal comprehension question.
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https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site Demo tests

Melissa Ferrara. Instructional Leader Narara Valley High School and Learning support team
Rhonda Evans, Kim Haidar, Kate Hoffman, Kylie Sheather and Leah Spadina.
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